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Stanwell  Read, 
Penarth. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Penarth  Urban  District  Council. 


Mrs.  Rogers  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  pleasure  once  again  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report 
which  is  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  Circular  28/54  (Wales)  of 
the  Welsh  Board  of  Health. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  district  was  18,870  and  the 
number  of  inhabited  houses  5,371. 

I have  extracted  certain  facts  and  figures  in  Table  form  from 
the  Registrar  General’s  Census  of  1951  (published  in  1954)  and 
compared  them  with  certain  other  areas  in  the  County  (Page.  6 .). 

Some  interesting  deductions  appertaining  to  Penarth  can  be 
made  from  the  study  of  the  numerous  Census  tables  e.g.,  in  1931 
although  the  population  of  Penarth  was  approximately  the  same 
as  in  1951,  over  2.5%  of  the  residents  were  living  at  a density  of 
more  than  two  persons  per  room,  as  compared  with  1%  in  1951. 

Although  30%  of  households  in  Penarth  were  in  shared 
dwellings  as  compared  with  22%  for  the  County  as  a whole,  it  will 
be  realised  that  the  average  size  of  dwellings  in  Penarth  would  be 
greater  than  the  average  for  the  County. 

As  judged  by  the  vital  statistics  available,  the  health  of  the 
community  appeared  to  be  satisfactory,  however,  as  I have 
previously  pointed  out  there  are  no  statistics  available  of  the 
temporary  or  chronic  physical  and  mental  ill  health  in  the 
community. 

An  outstanding  feature  of  the  vital  statistics  available  is  the 
continued  low  figure  for  infantile  mortality  i.e.,  deaths  of  infants 
under  12  months  of  age  (Page  9).  There  were  only  five  deaths  in 
this  group  out  of  267  infants  born  during  the  year  and  all  occurred 
within  twenty  four  hours  of  birth,  two  being  due  to  prematurity  and 
thiee  to  obstetrical  causes.  This  means  that  Penarth  is  certainly 
one  of  the  safest  places  in  Glamorgan,  if  not  in  the  whole  of  the 
country  to  be  born  in,  since  ones  chances  of  survival  are  much 
higher.  The  following  are  probably  the  main  factors  responsible 
toi  these  consistently  good  figures  : — Expectant  mothers  being 
educated  to  realise  the  importance  of  ante-natal  care  and  therefore 
attending  regularly  the  local  ante-natal  clinic,  medical  practitioner 
or  midwife,  with  close  liason  and  a good  understanding  between 
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these  three.  The  town’s  proximity  to  maternity  hospitals  where 
expert  consultant  obstetric  opinion  is  available  and  the  establistment 
of  one  of  the  few  premature  baby  units  in  the  country  in  one  of  the 
Cardiff  maternity  hospitals  are  other  important  factors. 

There  were  no  alarming  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease 
during  the  year.  Poliomyelitis  (formerly  erraneously  termed 
Infantde  Paralysis)  which  creates  such  alarm  in  a community  often 
d'ue  to  excessive  and  uncalled  for  publicity  in  the  daily  press,  fortun- 
ately did  not  put  in  an  appearance  at  Penarth. 

During  the  year  there  were  large  numbers  of  cases  of  Para- 
typhoid Fever  spread  over  South  Wales  and  although  intensive 
investigations  were  carried  out  to  determine  the  origin  of  this  drawn 
out  epidemic,  no  definite  source  of  infection  could  be  found.  Four 
of  these  cases  occurred  in  Penarth  but  were  clinically  of  a mild 
character  and  all  made  a quick  recovery. 

Only  four  deaths  occurred  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
during  the  year,  fourteen  new  cases  of  the  disease  being  notified. 
As  I have  previously  pointed  out  the  falling  death  rate  from  this 
disease  is  to  be  welcomed  but  the  incidence  of  the  disease  still 
remains  high.  In  comparison  with  a country  like  Denmark  which 
is  in  the  proud  position  of  having  the  lowest  incidence  and'  death 
rate  from  Tuberculosis  in  the  world,  we  still  have  a long  way  to  go. 
The  death  rate  during  the  post  war  years  being  about  three  times 
that  of  Denmark. 

Housing  and  general  conditions  in  the  two  countries  are  not 
dissimilar  and  the  explanation  would  appear  to  be  that  the  search 
for  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  examination  of  their  contacts  is 
pursued  relentlessly  in  Denmark.  The  Danish  people  appear  to  be 
so  well  educated  in  the  cause  and  prevention  of  Tuberulosis  that 
hardly  any  difficulty  is  experienced  in  obtaining  their  whole  hearted 
co-operation.  Legislation  exists  however  whereby  if  a person 
suspected  of  being  an  infectious  case  of  Tuberculosis  and  a danger 
to  his  fellow  human  beings  fails  to  fall  in  with  the  wishes  of  an 
epidemic  committee,  he  may  be  sentenced  by  a court  to  a term  of 
imprisonment. 

It  is  obvious  that  there  is  room  for  the  intensification  of  the 
search  for  Tuberculosis  in  this  country  and  I doubt  whether  our 
figures  will  begin  to  approach  those  of  Denmark  until  legislation 
somewhat  similar  to  theirs  has  been  introduced.  We  are  very 
reluctant  in  this  country  to  introduce  laws  which  may  interfere  with 
the  liberty  of  the  subject,  but  should  we  extend  this  freedom  to  the 
extent  of  allowing  possibly  infected  persons  in  the  community  to  be 
a menace  to  the  health  of  their  fellow  human  beings  at  work  and 
other  places? 
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These  remarks  are  also  apposite  with  reference  to  death  on 
the  highway. 

Numerous  contacts  particularly  young  children,  of  known 
Tuberculosis  cases  are  being  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  Vaccine  and 
also  as  a routine  the  local  Education  authorities  have  now  been 
authorised  to  vaccinate  in  a similar  way  all  school  children  in  the 
13  year  old' group  so  as  to  protect  them  in  the  adolescent  and  young 
adult  state  when  susceptibility  to  infection  with  this  disease  appears 
to  be  at  its  highest.  This  was  commenced  at  the  Penarth  Grammar 
Schools  in  the  autumn. 

B.C.G.  Vaccine  was  introduced  into  Denmark  as  long  ago 
as  1928. 

A Table  showing  the  analysis  of  the  result  of  the  visit  of  a 
Mass  Radiography  Unit  to  the  town  in  September/ October  1954 
is  shown  on  Page  17. 

Due  to  various  causes  the  number  of  Council  houses  com- 
pleted during  the  year  was  only  about  half  of  the  record  number 
built  during  1953.  The  number  of  houses  built  by  private 
individuals  however  was  a post  war  record.  (Page  26). 

The  1951  Census  also  showed  that  there  were  568  persons 
living  alone  in  the  town.  What  volume  of  loneliness  does  this  bald 
statement  represent? 

The  majority  of  these  would  be  elderly  persons  some  of  them 
enfeebled  and  suffering  in  varying  degrees  from  the  physical  defects 
associated  with  old  age. 

Although  there  are  various  organisations  such  as  Old  Age 
Pensioners  Association.  Darby  & Joan  Clubs  and  other  activities 
organised  by  the  Welfare  Services  ot  the  County  Council,  chapels 
and  churches,  this  still  leaves  a core  of  people  who  are  outside  these 
activities,  some  being  house-bound  for  health  reasons,  some  very 
reserved  or  too  independent  to  seek  the  society  of  others  although 
their  greatest  need  is  companionship.  I suspect  that  many  in  this 
group  are  living  lives  of  quiet  desperation.’’  Frequently  their 
only  visitor  is  the  medical  practitioner,  home  nurse,  home-help,  a 
visitoi  of  the  blind  or  an  officer  of  the  National  Assistance  Board 
and  theii  pleasure  at  the  opportunity  of  a chat  is  often  pathetic  to 
behold. 

Lonely  old  age  is  not  notifiable  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  or  any  one  else  and  great  difficulties  exist  even  in  ascertaining 
their  numbers,  whereabouts  and  real  needs. 

Here  lies  a great  and  urgent  problem. 

^ ’s  easy  to  call  a meeting  to  discuss  the  problem,  but  a very 
different  thing  to  find  the  people  who  are  actually  prepared  to  work 
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in  the  field,  to  act  as  visitors,  sitters-in,  shoppers  etc.,  for  these  lonely 
old  folk  and  to  keep  on  doing  it. 

Instances  brought  to  my  notice  of  man's  inhumanity  to  man 
in  recent  years  have  appalled  me,  let  us  hope  instances  like  the 
following  are  few  and'  far  between  : — 

(a)  An  elderly  woman  living  alone,  taken  ill  in  the  middle  of  the 
night,  a medical  practioner  on  seeking  out  her  married  son  was 
told  that  he  could  not  be  bothered  to  go  along  as  he  was  going 
to  work  at  6 o’clock  and  was  also  unwilling  for  his  wife  to 
render  any  aid  as  he  thought  she  had  quite  enough  to  do 
looking  after  his  children. 

(b)  An  elderly,  feeble,  partially-sighted  man  living  alone  in  a bed- 
sitting room,  his  only  regular  visitor  being  a clergyman,  the 
young  couple  accupying  the  rest  of  the  house,  following  a slight 
difference  of  opinion  had  not  acknowledged  or  spoken  to  him 
for  over  two  years. 

(c)  The  elderly  spinster  taken  ill  with  influenza  during  a severe 
spell  of  weather,  the  other  couple  in  the  house,  both  members 
of  the  professional  classes  could  not  be  bothered  even  to  take 
her  milk  upstairs.  This  woman  lived  on  dry  biscuits  until  she 
had  recovered  enough  to  get  about  again. 

Another  disturbing  feature  which  I not  infrequently  meet 
at  the  ante-natal  clinic  is  the  distress  of  mind  caused  to  young 
expectant  mothers  living  in  rooms,  by  the  unpleasant  attitude  of  the 
tenant  on  learning  that  an  infant  is  expected.  Immediate  notice 
to  quit  the  premises  is  not  an  uncommon  sequel.  At  the  very  time 
when  the  young  mother  is  in  need  of  kindness,  sympathy  and 
understanding,  she  is  subjected  to  this  stress  and  strain. 

During  the  year,  action  was  taken  in  one  instance  under 
Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  1948.  The  unfortunate 
person  concerned  being  an  elderly  and  feeble  man  of  83  who  seemed 
to  have  outlived  all  his  friends.  He  lived  alone  in  a sub-basement 
room  which  was  in  an  indescribably  dirty  condition  and  so  verm- 
inous as  to  make  life  lor  the  other  occupants  of  the  house  extremely 
unpleasant.  Despite  attempts  to  encourage  and  help  him  over  a 
period,  these  were  of  no  avail  and  legal  action  had  eventually  to  be 
taken,  and  he  was  removed  to  a County  Council  hostel. 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  thank  all  members  of  the  Council, 
colleagues,  and  in  particular  the  staff  of  the  department  for  their 
loyal  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 

I am, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

D.  TREVOR  THOMAS. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

Area  (including  fore-shore)  2.384  acres 

Population  (census  1951)  18  528 

Population  (mid-year  1954)  18.870 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  .....  .....  5,371 

Rateable  value  ..  £143.664 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £580 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Total  Male  Female 

Number  of  live  births  (legitimate)  259  123  136 

Number  of  live  births  (illegitimate)  8 6 2 

Birth  Rate  of  Estimated  Population  14.1 

Number  of  still  births  (legitimate)  9 3 6 

Number  of  still  births  (illegitimate) 

Still  birth  rate  33.7  per  1.000  births,  and  0.47  per  1,000  estimated, 
population. 

Number  of  deaths  : 130  males,  107  females,  237  total. 

Death  rate  estimated  resident  population  12.5  per  1.000 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  ....  Nil 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  . ...  ...  Nil 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE 

All  infants  per  1.000  live  births  18.7 

Number  of  deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  Nil 

Number  of  deaths  from  Whoopirg  Cough  (all  ages)  Nil 

Number  of  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  Nil 


COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS 
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Table  IE  shows  the  number  of  Births  and  the  Infantile  Mortality 
Rate  for  the  County  and  District  of  Glamorgan  during  1954. 

TABLE  II. 


Number 

Deaths 

Rate  per 

District 

of 

under 

1,000 

Births 

1 year 

Births 

Administrative  County 

of  Glamorgan 

11,521 

370 

32 

Aberdare 

560 

15 

26 

Barry 

744 

18 

24 

Bridgend 

245 

3 

12 

Caerphilly 

731 

26 

35 

Cowbridge 

14 

■ — 

— 

Gelligaer 

644 

29 

45 

Glyncorrwg 

197 

10 

50 

Llwchwr 

346 

15 

43 

Maesteg 

369 

19 

51 

Mountain  Ash 

471 

10 

21 

Neath  Borough 

466 

17 

36 

Ogmore  and  Garw 

302 

14 

46 

Penarth 

267 

5 

18 

Pontypridd 

618 

22 

35 

Porthcawl 

129 

4 

31 

Port  Talbot  Borough 

834 

19 

22 

Rhondda 

1,549 

49 

18 

8,486 


Total  for  District 


i 


275 


32 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1954 

Cause  of  Death  j 

Male  Female 

1. 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory)  

J 

1 

2. 

Tuberculosis  (Other)  

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria 

1 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 



— 

8. 

Measles 

' — 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

;> 

:> 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

8 

1 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

3 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

1 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

13 

11 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

16. 

Diabetes 

1 

— 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  svstem 

14 

23 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

19 

10 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

4 

9 

20. 

Other  heart  diseases  

14 

14 

21. 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

7 

7 

22. 

Influenza 

1 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia 

6 

2 

24. 

Bronchitis 

n 

/ 

2 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

26. 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and  the  duodenum 

— 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

2 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

2 

29. 

Hvperplasia  of  prostate 

4 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 



31. 

Congenital  malformations 

1 



32. 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 

16 

1 1 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

2 

6 

35. 

Suicide  

3 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

All  Causes--- 

130 

I 107 

Total 

237 

11 
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CAUSES  OF  INFANT  DEATHS  AT  VARIOUS  AGES, 

DURING  1954 


Diseases 

Hrs. 

Weeks 

To’l 

1st. 

M’h. 

Months 

Total 

1 

24 

1 2 3 

4 

1— 3|3— 6 

6-9(9-12 

Shock 

Birth  Injuries 

1 

1 

1 1 

- 1 - 1 - 

1 

I 

Erythroblastosis 

Foetalis 

1 

1 

1 

I 

Prematurity 

1 

— | — 1 — 

— 

1 

— — 

— 

— 



Atelectasis 

Prematurity 

1 

1 

1 I 

1 

1 

Asphyxia 

' 1 ( 

vr 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

5 

- 1 - 1 - 

- 

5 

- - 

- 

- 

— 

TABLE  SHOWING  AGEING  OF  POPULATION 


No.  of  Deaths  at 
Ages 

Year 

1943 

Year 

1944 

Year 

1953 

Year 

1954 

65  and  over 

59 

52 

60 

59 

75  and  over 

70 

82 

95 

105 

Total  

129 

134 

155 

164 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946  arrangement 
for  this  became  the  responsibility  of  the  Glamorgan  County  Council, 
and  Immunisation  has  beeen  carried  out  as  formerly  at  the  Infant 
Welfare  Clinics,  schools  and  also  by  General  Medical  Practitioners. 

During  the  year  247  infants  were  immunised. 


Year  No.  of  Cases  No.  of  Deaths 

1937  113  4 

1938  65  2 

1939  91  2 

1940  23  3 

1941  Nil  Nil 

1942  5 Nil 

1943  2 Nil 

1944  5 1 

1945  2 Nil 

1946  2 Nil 

1947  5 1 

1948  Nil  Nil 

1949  Nil  Nil 

1950  .....  Nil  Nil 

1951  Nil  Nil 

1952  Nil  Nil 

1953  Nil  Nil 

1954  Nil  Nil 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES 


The  following  pathological  and 
were  made  at  the  Cardiff  and  County 

Throat  Swabs 
Faeces?  Dysentery 
„ ? Food  Poisoning 

„ ? Paratyphoid  

Milk 

Water 


bacteriological  examinations 
Public  Health  Laboratory  : — 

7 

40 


4 

65 

14 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Cases. 

During  the  year  the  following  cases  were  notified. 


Pneumonia 

19  including  1 from  Llandough  Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever 

11 

55 

— 

55 

jj  » 

Erysipelas 

2 

55 

1 

55 

j>  >•> 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

55 

1 

55 

» ” 

Whooping  Cough 

38 

55 

3 

55 

Measles 

3 

55 

— 

55 

55  >> 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

8 

55 

7 

55 

» •’ 

Dysentery  — 

11 

55 

11 

55 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

14 

5) 

10 

55 

)) 

Of  the  above  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  the  undermentioned 
were  admitted  to  Isolation  Hospitals 


Scarlet  Fever  z 

Whooping  Cough  6 

Meningococcal  Inection  1 

O 

Pneumonia 

Paratyphoid  Fever  4 

DISINFECTION 

Disinfection  of  Clothing.  Bedding,  etc.  where  necessary  is 
earned  out  by  arrangement  with  the  Cardiff  Health  Authority. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 
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The  figures  shown  under  (1),  (2),  (3)  represent  the  following: 

(1)  Notified  by  Llandough  Hospital. 

(2)  Cases  treated  at  home. 

(3)  Cases  admitted  to  hospital. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


I 


The  Chest  Physician.  Cardiff,  Dr.  S.  H Graham  has  kindly 
compiled  the  following  table  in  connection  with  the  treatment  of 
tuberculosis  during  the  year  1954.  The  figures  in  parentheses 
denote  the  corresponding  cases  for  the  year  1953. 


Number  of  new  cases  seen  (264)  288 

Number  found  to  be  suffering  from  Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  .....  ...  .....  , i (j)  \2 

Number  found  to  be  suffering  from  Non- 

pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ....  Nil  1 

Number  with  no  evidence  of  Tuberculosis  (226)  252 

Number  still  under  observation  (22)  23 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Age  Period 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

. Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  5 

— 

— 

- 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

5—14 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

| 

— 

— 

— 

15—24 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

25—44 

o 

J 

2 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

45—64 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

65  & Over 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- 

— 

\ge  Unkwn 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

7 

7 

1 

2 

2 

| 

1 

— 

— 

Total 

14 

3 

3 
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TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFICATIONS 


1 


1940  - 1954 


Year 

1 

No.  Notified 
Pulmonary 

No.  Notified 

1 

: Non  Pulmonary 

Total 

Deaths 

Recorded 

Total 

1940 

17 

7 

24 

9 

1941 

6 

g 

15 

10 

1942 

17 

2 

19 

8 

1943 

15 

7 

22 

8 

1944 

19 

6 

25 

8 

1945 

10 

3 

13 

6 

1946 

15 

5 

20 

6 

1947 

8 

3 

11 

6 

1948 

24 

2 

26 

6 

1949 

16 

6 

22 

6 

1950 

18 

3 

21 

4 

1951 

11 

5 

16 

10 

1952 

20 

1 

24 

2 

1953 

23 

5 

25 

2 

1954 

14 

3 

17 

3 

MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  REPORT. 

September  /October  1954. 


Total  Number  of  Persons  examined 

4.030 

1 otal  Number  found  to  be  abnormal 

151  or  3.74% 

Classification  of  abnormal  cases 

(a)  Definite  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

1 or  0.02% 

(b)  Needing  further  observation 

12  or  0.3% 

(c)  Other  abnormalities  of  Chest 

138  or  3.42% 
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SWIMMING  BATHS 


f 


Chemical  and  Bacteriological  samples  of  the  Swimming  Bath 
Water  were  examined  at  the  County  and  Public  Health  Laboratory 
and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  degree  of  Chlorination  of  the  water  is  frequently  and 
quickly  checked  by  a simple  colorimetric  method  by  the  Baths 
Superintendent.  The  “ turn-over-period  " of  the  Bath  water  when 
necessary  can  be  reduced  to  under  4 hours,  which  is  regaided  as 
satisfactory. 


SCHOOLS 

Situated  in  the  District  are  the  following  schools  : — 

Penarth  County  Grammar  School. 

Albert  Road  Secondary  School  (Girls). 

Albert  Road  (Junior  & Infants)  Mixed. 

Cogan  Secondary  School  (Boys) 

Cogan  School  (Junior  & Infants)  Mixed. 

Victoria  School  (Junior  & Infants)  Mixed. 

Penarth  C.  of  E.  School. 

Penarth  R.C.  School. 

Fairfield  Primary  School. 

All  the  schools  are  provided  with  a constant  supply  of  pure 
water,  good  drainage  and  sanitary  fittings,  urinals,  etc,  which  are 
flushed  with  automatic  tanks. 


VERMINOUS  INFESTATION 

Disinfestation  of  verminous  houses  is  carried  out  by  the  use 
of  Insecticides  containing  5 per  cent  of  D.D.T.  and  owing  to  the 
high  efficiency  of  the  treatment  it  is  only  very  occasionally  tha 
re  treatment  is  necessary.  During  the  year  18  rooms  were  treated. 
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SUPERVISION  AND  INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 


Milk. 

The  18  Purveyors  of  milk  in  the  district  are  made  up  as  follows  : 


Producers  Id 

Producer /Retailers  6 

Other  Retailers  7 

Non-resident  Retailers  3 


Close  supervision  was  maintained  by  the  Inspectors  on  Milk 
Distributors  and  all  dairy  premises  (other  than  dairy  farms). 


Designated  Milk. 


Number  of 
Samples 

Number 

Satisfactory 

Number 

Unsatisfactory 

29 

26 

3 

Undesignated  Milk. 

Number  of 
Samples 

Number 

Satisfactory 

Number 

Unsatisfactory 

14 

13 

1 

Samples  tested  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli. 


Number  of 

Number 

Number 

Samples 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

9 

8 

1 

There  are  eight  farms  in  the  district,  the  cowsheds  of  which 
are  fitted  with  modern  drinking  bowls  for  each  cow.  and  are 
served  by  a constant  water  supply. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


( 


Water  Supply. 

The  district  is  within  the  area  of  supply  of  the  City  of  Cardiff, 
and  receives  a constant  service  of  upland  surface  water  from  the 
Brecknock  Beacons. 

By  arrangement  with  the  County  Council  samples  are  taken  to 
the  Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examination. 

The  number  of  samples  collected  from  various  points  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis  arc 
set  out  hereunder  : — 


Type  of 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Sample 

Taken 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Bacteriological 

12 

9 

3 

Chemical 

2 

2 

Nil 

Total 

14 

11 

3 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Population 

Population 

Persons 

Dwelling-houses 

supplied  from 

supplied  from 

supplied  by 

served 

Public  Water 
Mains 

Standpipe 

piped  supply 
from  Well 

5.371 

18.870 

Nil 

Nil 

RAINFALL 

The  rainfall  for  the  year  1954  was  47.77  inches,  and  rain  fell 
on  207  days. 

One  inch  of  rain  or  over  fell  in  twenty-four  hours  on  two 
occasions,  the  highest  rainfall  being  recorded  on  the  23rd  Sept., 
when  1.75  inches  fell. 
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Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

There  are  20  butchers'  shops  in  the  district,  and  all  shops  and 
vehicles  to  which  the  meat  regulation  apply  were  frequently 
inspected  and  surveyed. 

During  the  year  the  following  articles  or  food  were,  upon 
examination  found  to  be  unlit  for  human  consumption  and  were 
voluntarily  surrendered. 


Apricots 

Apple  Puree 

Apricot  Conserve  . . 

Beef  and  Gravy 

Blackcurrants 

Brisling 

Beef  ... 

Bacon 

Butter  Beans 

Bilberries 

Bisto 

Baked  Beans 
Baby  Food  ... 

Beef  Steak  Pudding 

Beef  Cereal 

Corned  Beef 

Corned  Beef 

Coffee 

Crab 

Cherries 

Chicken 

Cream 

Condensed  Milk 
Cheese 

Cheese  Spread 
Evaporated  Milk  ... 
Damsons 
Flour 

French  Beans 
Fruit  Salad  ... 

Fish  ... 

Grapefruit  Juice 
Grapefruit 
Gravy  Browning 
Gooseberries 
Ground  Almonds 
Greengages  ... 

Ham 

Ham  and  Chicken  ... 
Herrings 
Horse  Radish 
Irish  Stew  ... 

.Tam  ... 

Jellied  Veal 
D'hed  Veal 
Lobster 

Lamb  Tongues 
Lamb 


80  tins 

Luncheon  Meat 

13  tins 

Luncheon  Meat 

2 tins 

Mincemeat 

4 tins 

Mincemeat  ... 

2 tins 

Minced  Beef  Loaf 

3 tins 

Mixed  Vegetables 

578J  lb. 

Marmalade  ... 

14*  lb. 

Meat  Loaf 

6 tins 

Mayonnaise  ... 

20  tins 

Nuts  and  Raisins 

6 pkts. 

Oxe  Tongue  ... 

146  tins 

Oats 

6 tins. 

Oranges 

5 tins 

Orange  Juice 

3 tins 

Pork  Luncheon  Mea 

48  tins 

Pilchards 

24  lb. 

Pineapple 

1 tin 

Pineapple 

10  tins 

Pineapple  Crush 

18  tins 

Pickles 

3 tins 

Peaches 

31  tins 

Pickled  Walnuts 

16  tins 

Peas  . . . 

7 pkts. 

Prawns 

46  pkts. 

Pork  Sausage 

371  tins 

PorkSausage  .. 

4 tins 

Pork  ... 

18  lb 

Pears  ... 

7 tins 

Pears 

25  tins 

Plums 

3 tins 

Pork 

7 tins 

Rhubarb 

35  tins 

Raspberries  . . . 

1 jar 

Shrimps 

26  tins 

Sardines 

24  lb 

Soup  . . . 

6 tins 

Stewed  Steak 

13  tins 

Syrup  . . . 

2 tins 

Salmon 

2 tins 

Scotch  Broth 

2 jars 

Spaghetti 

10  tins 

Strawberries  . . 

2 jars 

Sauce 

4 tins 

Stuffed  Dates 

6 lb. 

Tomatoes 

1 1 tins 

Tongue 

2 tins 

Tuna  Fish 

33  lb 

Veal 

102  tins 

4 lb. 

1 tin 
6 jars 
56  tins 

2 tins 

3 tins 

5 tins 

6 jars 

5 pkts 

4 tins 
9 pkts 
29  tins 

6 tins 
16  tins 
24  tins 
70  tins 

2 jars 

3 jars 

4 jars 
52  tins 

1 jar 
269  tins 

5 tins 

2 tins 

. 45  lb 

81  lbs 
60  tins 
5 jars 
37  tins 
1 tin 

3 tins 

19  tins 
3 tins 

20  tins 
42  tins 
67  tins 

1 tin 
26  tins 

5 tins 
9 tins 

1 7 tins 

2 botts 
170  pkts 
379  tins 

1 tin 

6 tins 
2 tins 


2.1 
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FOOD  & DRUGS  ACT,  1938-50 

Food  Analysis. 

This  work  was  carried  out  by  the  County  Sanitary  Inspectors 
and  the  following  is  their  report  of  Samples  taken  in  the  district 
during  1954.  Samples  Unsatis- 

° I aken  lactory 


Milk  ...  51 

Meat  Paste  _ 3 

Gravy  Browning  1 — 

Shredded  Beef  Suet  ...  . 2 

Tomato  Ketchup  . 4 

Macaroni  .....  1 

Tea  Cake  Mixture  1 

White  Pepper  ...  ..  1 

Custard  Powder  3 — 

Mincemeat  1 

Arrowroot  . . 1 

Condensed  Milk  ....  1 

Self  Raising  Flour  ....  1 

Pearl  Sago  1 

Blancmange  Powder  ...  2 

Mustard  . ....  . .....  1 — 

Cornflour  ...  1 — 

Sugar  .....  2 — 

Salad  Cream  .....  .....  1 — 

Butter  . . 1 — 

Lard  1 

Salmon  Spread  ...  1 — 

Branston  Pickle  1 — 

Ice  Cream  2 

Ruby  Wine  . ...  2 

Table  Jelly  3 

Sweets  1 — 

Sponge  Mixture  3 

Orange  Curd  1 — 

Curry  Powder  ...  1 — 

Mint  Jelly  ..  2 

Cake  Mixture  2 

Prunes 

Cheese  Spread  1 — 

Orange  Squash  1 — 

Black  Treacle  1 — 

Sterilised  Cream  .....  1 — 

Baking  Powder  

Sherry 

Vinegar  . ...  1 


Total  108  Nil 
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No.  of  Food  Premises  in  area. 

Grocers  .....  46 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  . ...  6 

Fishmongers  4 

Fish  Shops  (Fried) 4 

Greengrocers  .....  .....  10 

Pie  Manufacturers  . 1 

Butchers  20 

Greengrocers  and  Grocers  9 

Greengrocers  and  Fishmongers  9 

Cafes  19 

Crisp  Potato  Manufacturer  ....  1 


Total  .....  129 


No.  of  Food  Premises  Registered  by  Type  of  business  under  Section 
14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  and  Milk  & Dairies  Regulations  1949. 

For  manufacture  of  Sausages,  Potted, 

Pressed,  Pickled  or  Preserved  Foods  14 
Number  of 

Ice  Cream  Registrations  54 

Dairies  Registered  9 


Total  77 


No.  of  Inspections  of  Registered  Food  premises. 

Meat  Shops  ...  222 

Dairies  157 

Ice  Cream  Premises  123 


Total  502 


Method  of  Disposal  of  Condemned  Food. 

By  burying  on  refuse  tip. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 


Regular  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made  to  factories  in  the 
district  as  shown  in  the  following  Tables  : — 

1. — Inspections. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

12 

98 

(2)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (1)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  ... 

58 

196 

.... 

(3)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  f (excluding 
out-workers’  premises)... 

Total  ... 

70 

284 

— 

2. — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

! 

Found  j R 

.emedied 

Referred 
To  By 

H.M.  | FI.M. 

Inspector  Inspector 

Number  ot 
Cases  in 
which  prose- 
cutions were 
instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (SI) 

6 

6 



— 

Overcrowding  (S2) 

— 

— 



Unreasonable  Temp.  (S3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 

Ventilation  (S4) 

— 

— 



— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage 

of  floors  (S6) 

— 

— 



— 

— 

Sanitary 

Conveniences  (S7) 

1 

1 

1 



(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

1 

1 

- 

1 

_ 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  Out- 
work) 

— 

— 

Total 8 | 8 I — | 2 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  routine  inspection 
work  performed  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  : — 


GENERAL  SANITARY  WORK. 


Accumulations 
Animals  kept 
Cesspools 
Closets,  Water 
Complaints 

Dirty  and  Verminous  Premises 
Drains — Existing 
„ Obstructed 

„ Relaid 

„ Tested 

Infectious  Diseases 
Interviews  

Public  and  Private  Conveniences 
Rooms  Disinfected 
Rats  and  Mice 
Schools 

Smoke  Observations 
Smoke  Special  Visits 
Miscellaneous  Visits 
Cinemas 


34 

99 

172 

321 

704 

25 

189 

157 

32 

34 

17 
904 
129 

18 
254 

49 

12 

4 

604 

38 


HOUSING. 


Houses  Inspected 
Houses  Re-inspected 


259 

783 


FACTORIES. 


Factories — Mechanical 
,,  Non-mechanical 
Bakehouses 
Laundries 


218 

86 

103 

33 
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MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTIONS. 


Meat  and  Food  Inspections 
Shops — Meat 


„ General  Provisions 

„ Other 

Food  Preparation  Premises 
Dairies 

Samples — Milk  Bacteriological 
Ice  Cream  Premises 


477 

222 

54 

429 

157 

217 

157 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS,  1954 


Local  Private 
Authority  Licence 

Number  of  Houses  completed  during  1954  80  43 

Number  of  Houses  partly  completed  6 35 

Number  of  families  re-housed  in  New  Council 

I louses  91 

Inspections  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year. 

1.  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  under  the 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  259 

2.  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  238 

3.  Number  of  defective  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 

or  their  officers  205 

4.  Action  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 


(a)  Number  of  Notices  served — 

Preliminary  55 

Statutory  10 

(b)  Number  of  dwellings  which  were  rendered 

fit  by  owners  after  service  of  notice  22 

(c)  Number  of  dwellings  which  were  rendered 

fiy  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(d)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which 

demolition  orders  were  made  Nil 

(e)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which 

closing  orders  were  made  .....  Nil 
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5.  Action  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  : — 

(a)  Number  of  Notices  served — 

Preliminary  ....  183 

Statutory  . 18 

(b)  Number  of  dwellings  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  by  owners  after  service  of  notice  176 

(c)  Number  of  dwellings  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owner  Nil 

NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Result  of  Service. 

Number  of  complaints  received  and  dealt  with  704 

Verbal  intimation  resulted  in  a considerable  amount  of  work 
being  executed  without  the  need  for  further  action. 

Sanitary  improvements  were  carried  out  and  defects  remedied 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Exterior  Works. 

Roofs  repaired  and  renewed  .....  38 

Rain  water  pipes  and  eaves  gutters  renewed  and  repaired  18 

Walls — rebuilt  or  repaired  4 

Yard  area  relaid  3 

New  Fascia  Boards  provided  2 

Conservatory  roof  repaired  3 

Boundary  Walls  repaired  4 

Chimney  Stack  repaired  8 

Exterior  Cement  Rendering  Renewed  20 

Defective  Soffitt  Repaired  1 

Main  Walls  taken  Down  and  Rebuilt  3 

Lead  Valley  Provided  2 

New  Ventilation  Provided  4 

New  Door  Provided  .....  2 

Front  Entrance  Path  relaid  1 

New  Steps  provided  ...  2 

Defective  Yard  Gulley  renewed  3 

Soil  Pipe  repaired  or  renewed  7 

Accumulation  of  refuse  cleared  ....  34 

Walls  Repointed  . g 

Front  Entrance  Porch  Repaired  ..  1 

Interior  Works. 

New  Water  Service  Provided  3 

Obstructed  Chimney  Flue  cleared  9 

Windows  eased  , . 
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Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  and  renewed  ....  3 

Defective  Hearth  renewed  1 

Door  Furniture  13 

New  Bath-room  and  Water  Closet  Provided  3 

Balluster  rails  to  stair  repaired  2 

New  Opening  Fanlight  Fixed  1 

New  Sinks  provided  3 

Walls  replastered  internally  67 

Fire  Grates  repaired  or  renewed 16 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  24 

New  Skirting  Boards  provided  10 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  9 

Chimney  Flues  repaired  ...  2 

Windows  and  Frames  repaired  88 

Wash  Boiler  repaired  2 

Ceilings  renewed  or  replastered 26 

Stairs  repaired  5 

Water  Taps  repaired  2 

Sashcords  provided  27 

Dampness  in  walls  remedied  25 

Defective  Mantleshelves  repaired  and  renewed  3 

Walls  Limewashed  6 

New  Water  Closet  Pan  Seat  provided  2 

Wash  Boiler  removed  1 

New  Water  Tap  provided 1 

Drainage. 

Cesspools  cleared  and  cleansed  172 

Drains  repaired  and  relaid  19 

Obstructed  drains  cleared  and  cleansed  122 

Obstructed  water  closets  cleared  3 

New  pedestal  water  closet  pans  provided  7 

New  flushing  tanks  provided  5 

Flushing  tanks  repaired  5 

Obstructed  Sink  waste  cleared  5 

Water  Closet  Compartment  taken  down  1 

Waste  pipes  repaired  3 

New  Waste  Channel  provided  3 

Defective  Joint  between  Flush  Pipe  and  Water  Closet 

renewed  ....  14 

Flooded  Cellar  cleared  6 

New  Manhole  provided  10 

New  Grid  provided  to  Yard  Gulley  .....  1 

New  Waste  Tap  provided  4 

New  Gulley  provided  ...  2 

New  Flush  Pipes  provided  2 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

The  following  shows  the  amount  of  routine  work  carried  out 


and  the  results  achieved. 

Number  of  visits  to  rat  infested  premises  1,936 

Number  of  reservoir  infestations  found  Nil 

Number  of  major  infestations  found  Nil 

Number  of  minor  Infestations  found  265 

Number  of  complaints  dealt  with 254 

Surface  Campaign. 


254  complaints  were  received  by  the  Department  of  premises 
infested  with  rats  and  mice. 

As  a result  of  these  complaints  and  routine  work  2,249  visits 
were  made,  and  all  treatments  completed  satisfactorily  in  accordance 
with  the  methods  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries. 

Sewer  Campaign. 

After  talks  with  officials  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries,  it  was  agreed  that  in  addition  to  the  usual  two  mainten- 
ance treatments  carried  out  experimental  Quarterly  treatments 
should  also  be  undertaken  in  the  North  Ward,  in  an  effort  to  reduce 
the  sewer  infestation  in  this  part  of  the  town.  This  area  is  mainly 
residential  with  shopping  centre  close  by,  and  is  drained  by  one 
seperate  system  and  sections  of  two  other  systems  (systems  A,  B 
and  C respectively).  The  sewers  consist  mainly  of  9"  pipes  and 
brick  culverts  with  manholes  of  brick  construction,  the  distance 
between  successive  manholes  varying  between  50  and  100  yards. 

The  method  of  treatment  agreed  was  Direct  Poison  baiting 
using  six  ounces  of  damp  sausage  rusk  and  10%  by  weight  of  Zinc 
Phosphide  laid  in  every  manhole  so  that  at  each  treatment  in  the 
three  sections  98  manholes  were  baited  in  this  way.  In  section  A, 
the  number  of  manholes  showing  takes  remained  steady  throughout 
the  experiment.  In  section  B and  C,  after  a decrease  in  the  number 
of  manholes  showing  takes  during  the  summer  months  the  figures 
for  the  last  treatment  were  slightly  higher  than  they  were  at  the 
start.  It  is  possible  of  course  that  this  was  in  part  due  to  bad 
weather  delaying  the  last  treatment  thus  causing  an  interval  of 
four  months  instead  of  three. 

It  is  apparent  that  Quarterly  treatments  carried'  out,  whilst 
keeping  the  situation  under  control  have  caused  no  permanent 
change  in  the  rat  population  living  in  the  sewers  in  this  area. 

It  is  now  proposed  that  during  1955,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Ministry  to  again  alter  our  procedure  in  this  area  with  a view  to 
finding  a satisfactorily  method  of  rat  extermination,  which  will  not 
only  control  as  at  present  but  substantially  reduce  the  sewer  infest- 
ation and  it  will  be  interesting  to  see  what  success  will  be  achieved 
by  the  end  of  1955. 
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